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ICHIGAN 4

YOU HAVEN'T LIVED HERE UNTIL ...

You take a summer
drive along U.S.-31

By ZLATI MEYER
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

A lake shore drive, eh? Well, most of the time,
this 356-mile-long highway runs parallel to Lake
Michigan. Unlike the Pacific Coast Highway, which
meanders along California’s coast, U.S.-31 often

| veers inland and doesn’t offer such dramatic
views. However, Michigan's west coast route
takes you through wide-open farmland and
numerous communities so quaint they look like
movie sets. Take that, Golden State!

So, an eclectic adventure...? Exactly. In addition,
U.5.-31 becomes an actual freeway three times —
between the Michigan-Indiana border and Benton
Harbor, then where it overlaps with 1-196 to
Holland and finally between Grand Haven and
Ludington.

DOESN'T IT ALSO CHANGE NAMES? Not recently.
Until 1926, parts of what would be rechristened
U.5.-31 were called M-11 and M-58. Those route
names were then recycled — M-11 around the
Grand Rapids area and M-58 by Saginaw.

WHERE DOES U.S.-31 START? At the
Indiana state line near Niles. It courses
north to where the Leelanau )

Peninsula begins to jut out. Then, P 31 b -

it heads east to Traverse City,
up along the east arm of the
Grand Traverse Bay to

Charlevoix and then Petoskey before heading
inland. It ends at I-75 at Exit 336, just south of
Mackinaw City.

ANY INTERESTING BRIDGES? If you reach the
Charlevoix Memorial Bridge on the half-hour
during the summer, you'll see it opened to allow
boats through. The span crosses the Island Lake
Qutlet, also known as the Pine River Channel,
which connects Lake Charlevoix to Lake Michigan
through Round Lake. It’s one of just two
drawbridges that the Michigan Department of
Transportation operates, according to the
Charlevoix Area Chamber of Commerce.
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